Vision statement: Securing the future of Scotland’s libraries
Stakeholder toolkit (for MSPs and political figures)

About the vision statement

Libraries are essential public infrastructure: they are the heart of our communities, providing
free access to books, information and technology. They are places to meet, socialise, study
and work. Libraries create safe, warm spaces where people can explore new ideas and
engage with culture.

In a challenging political and economic landscape, it has never been more important to
highlight that libraries are dynamic, inclusive spaces accessible to all. We need them to be
financed, fairer and equipped for the future.

However, across Scotland, the landscape is far from even. That's why, ahead of the 2026
Holyrood Election, the Scottish Library and Information Council (SLIC) is setting out its vision
statement to Secure the Future of Scotland’s Libraries — ensuring that they remain
accessible, modern and equipped to meet the evolving needs of our communities.

How you can help
We need your support to make this happen.

As cultural institutions that depend on public funding, your backing is vital in securing the
future of Scotland’s libraries.

o Visityour local library to see first-hand the inspiring, innovative work happening in
your community — from digital inclusion and employability support to cultural
programming and literacy initiatives

o Champion the services - share what you see - in Parliament, in your constituency
comms and on social media to show the real impact libraries make in your
community

o Support our vision - endorse the call to secure the future of Scotland'’s libraries by
backing the need for fair, sustainable investment and a national framework that
ensures every community has access to a well-resourced library

Join us in our mission to secure the future of Scotland’s libraries.

Why it matters

o Nearly 3 million library members across Scotland rely on these services.

o In 2023/24, libraries welcomed 14.5 million visitors, far surpassing attendance at
major cultural or sporting events.

o Libraries generate exceptional social return on investment, improve
employability, reduce isolation and support lifelong learning - research shows that
for every £1 invested, local economies gain £6.95 of benefit.

o Despite this, 55 libraries have closed since 2013/14, and staffing levels have fallen
by over 600 FTE posts.

Investment in libraries is one of the most cost-effective, high-impact ways to strengthen
communities, foster inclusion and support Scotland’s social and economic ambitions.



Social media
We have attached social media graphics that can be used across X (formerly Twitter),
BlueSky, Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram and suggested post copy below. Please feel

free to use this as the basis for any posts you share -

X (note: SLIC is
not currently
active on BlueSky
but copy is also
suitable for use
on this platform)

I'm supporting @SLIC1991's vision to Secure the Future of Scotland's
Libraries. As the heart of our communities, connecting people,
supporting learning and tackling inequality - let's make sure every
community in Scotland has a fair, future-ready library: [Insert link to
vision statement]

Libraries change lives. They provide digital access, learning
opportunities, and a safe space for all. I'm backing @SLIC1991’s call
to Secure the Future of Scotland’s Libraries and ensure they're
financed, fair and ready for the future:
[Insert link to vision statement]

Facebook /
LinkedIn /
Instagram (note:
URL links are not
clickable on
Instagram)

Libraries are one of Scotland’s most valuable public assets — they are
the beating heart of our communities, places where people come
together to learn, connect and find opportunity. That's why I'm proud
to support the @scottishlibraries’ (SLIC) call to Secure the Future of
Scotland'’s Libraries.

We must ensure libraries are fairly funded, accessible to everyone
and equipped for the digital age. Let's work together to Secure the
Future of Scotland'’s Libraries: [Insert link to vision statement]

Scotland’s libraries are vital community spaces that deliver a powerful
social return — for every £1 invested, they generate almost £7 of
benefit for local economies. They support lifelong learning, digital
inclusion, community resilience and wellbeing for all

Ahead of the 2026 Holyrood Election, I'm calling for libraries to be
recognised as essential community infrastructure, financed fairly and
equipped for the future. Let’'s Secure the Future of Scotland'’s
Libraries

& [Insert link to vision statement] @scottishlibraries

Copies of the vision statement
The vision statement can be found here:

If you would like any additional hard copies of the vision statement, please contact

SLIC@3x1.com

Thank you for your support
Your leadership can help ensure that Scotland’s libraries remain vibrant, well-resourced and

ready for the future



mailto:SLIC@3x1.com

