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About the vision statement

The Scottish Library and Information Council (SLIC) has worked to spark a national
conversation about the value of public libraries. They are essential public infrastructure
which sit at the heart of communities right across Scotland. But the current political and
economic landscape brings acute challenges to all areas of public finance, meaning that
it's never been more important to highlight the role libraries play, as dynamic and inclusive
spaces accessible to all.

That's why, ahead of the 2026 Holyrood Election, SLIChas created a vision statement to
Secure the Future of Scotland’s Libraries — developed on behalf of, and for, the entire
library and information sector.

It outlines what the sector needs to see to help ensure Scotland’s network of libraries are
financed sustainably, treated more fairly as a key public service, and properly equipped for
the future.

This is a shared vision for every library and information service across Scotland — public,
academic, school and special — to come together, speak out and champion the essential
role libraries play in building an equal, connected and innovative Scotland.

How you can help

We need your support to make this happen. As front-line services at the heart of
communities, you are the strongest advocates for the difference libraries make to
communities every day. By working together to highlight and promote this vision, we can
demonstrate the essential contribution libraries make to learning, wellbeing and inclusion.

o Showcase your impact - highlight how your library supports learning, literacy,
employability, digital access, creativity, wellbeing and inclusion. Share your local
successes and stories of change

o Engage your local representatives — invite your MSPs, councillors and MPs to visit
your libraries. Let them see first-hand the vital work your teams deliver and connect
them with your communities

o Promote and share the vision - use your channels to raise awareness of the vision
- share posts, stories and examples that show why libraries are indispensable to
Scotland’s social and economic future. Align your messaging with the national
vision to reinforce a united, sector-wide voice for investment and sustainability

This toolkit is designed to help you share the vision, celebrate your work and continue the
national conversation about the essential role libraries play in Scottish life.

Together, we can help decision-makers understand that investing in libraries is investing in
Scotland's future.
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Social media

We have attached social media graphics that can be used across X (formerly Twitter),
BlueSky, Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram and suggested post copy below. Please feel
free to use this as the basis for any posts you share -

X

Note: SLIC is not
currently active
on BlueSky but
copy is also
suitable for use
on this platform

Facebook /
LinkedIn /

Instagram

Note: URL links
are not
on

clickable
Instagram

Libraries are at the heart of our communities powering learning,
supporting wellbeing and offering a warm welcome to all. Let's
support @SLIC1991's call to Secure the Future of Scotland's Libraries:
https:/bit.ly/4AhRyNMI

We're proud to support @SLICI99T's national vision to Secure the
Future of Scotland's Libraries — a shared call to secure sustainable
finance, fair access and a network fit for the future. Join us and help
spread the word: https:/bit.ly/4AhRyNMI

Scotland’s libraries are vital community spaces that promote learning,
inclusion and wellbeing for all. For every £1 invested, they return £6.95
in local benefit. That's why, ahead of the 2026 Holyrood Election, we're
calling on decision-makers to secure sustainable library investment, to
support fair and equal access and ensure libraries are fit for the future.

As part of Scotland’s library and information community, we're proud

to support the national vision. Join us and Secure the Future of
Scotland’s Libraries. ¢ https:/bit.ly/4hRyNMI| @ScottishLibraries
Libraries are at the heart of every Scottish community — places to learn,
connect and discover. We're proud to support the @ScottishLibraries’s
national vision to Secure the Future of Scotland’s Libraries, ensuring
every community has fair access to modern, sustainably funded and
inclusive library service, fit for the future.

This shared vision highlights how libraries strengthen communities,
drive economic growth and promote digital inclusion. By investing in
libraries, we're investing in Scotland’s future. Join us and help spread
the word: https:/bit.ly/4hRyNMI

Newsletter/website copy
If your service has an e-newsletter or news section on your website, consider asking people
to share and/or support the vision. We have included some outline copy below for ease -

Libraries are the beating heart of our communities, places where people come together
to learn, access information and connect. As we ook to the future, it’s vital that Scotland’s
libraries are financed sustainably, fairly provided and equipped for a digital and inclusive
future. That's why we're proud to support the Scottish Library and Information Council’s
vision statement: Securing the Future of Scotland’s Libraries.

It represents the collective ambition of the library and information sector to speak with
one voice. It recognises the critical role that libraries play in learning, wellbeing, inclusion
and sustainability. It's a call to action for all of us across the sector to champion our work,
share our impact and advocate for the resources needed to deliver for every community.

Read more and support the vision: www.scottishlibraries.org/securing-the-future-of-
scotlands-libraries
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Copies of the vision statement
The full vision statement can be found here: www.scottishlibraries.ora/securing-the-future-
of-scotlands-libraries

If you would like any additional hard copies, please contact SLIC@3x].com

Thank you for your support

Your continued commitment and collaboration are essential to securing the future of
Scotland’s libraries. Together, we can ensure that Scotland’s library and information services
remain vibrant, valued and ready for the future.
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