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News:
Libraries:
· Libraries continue to face serious funding cuts: article on the value of libraries and the services they provide and how they are being greatly diminished as part of the austerity programme.  article here . Also a tweet about cuts to libraries goes viral: details here 
· Library book spend falls by £45m in 10 years: Library book spending has fallen from £75.8m in 2007 to 36.3m last year.  details here 
· Libraries Taskforce: The Libraries Taskforce recently met in Storyhouse, the combined library, theatre, cinema and restaurant in Chester. The Taskforce met to plan its ongoing strategic work. This article also describes how the Storyhouse building was conceived and how it is performing. Libraries Taskforce 
· The loss of Britain’s libraries could be a huge blow to the economy:  In the last 5 years the number of public libraries in China increased by 8.4%. In the same period in Britain 343 public libraries closed and 8,000 jobs were lost in those that remained. Unpaid, part-time workers now make up more than 70 per cent of the average employee headcount in public libraries across the UK. The impacts of library reductions and closures are discussed  in a thought-provoking piece here 
· A picture book about Andrew Carnegie to be released in the UK: an independent publisher is hoping to remind children about the importance of libraries with a new picture book about Andrew Carnegie, who funded more than 600 libraries in the UK and Ireland. The book will be aimed at 5-9 year olds details here
· Universities deny that ‘offensive’ books have been removed from library stock: Former universities minister Jo Johnson claimed some universities had removed controversial books from libraries in order to avoid causing offence. Professor Adam Tickell, vice chancellor of the University of Sussex denied the claims  details here 
· ‘BookLife’ aims to double UK schools budgets for library books: for every pound a school spends with BookLife they will match it with a second pound. They want to help UK schools as much as they can as budgets are cut and pupil numbers are increasing. 

Only 53% of children will reach expected reading levels by the end of Key Stage 2. 

BookLife's own research has shown that around 70% of UK primary schools are only able to spend less than 30% of the recommended budget for library books. Full details here 
· Waterstone’s CEX decries closure of libraries: James Daunt, chief executive of the 288-store Waterstones chain, said library closures threatened to throw social mobility into reverse and damage education. He described local politicians who shut down libraries as penny-pinching short-termists whose actions will create problems for society in future. read more here 
· The case against library fines: The Head of New York Public Library argues that, for some, library fines have a disproportionate negative impact. A fines amnesty for children and teens saw 41,000 (10% of those who previously had fines) use their library ticket to access library resources. This was something of a piecemeal approach and there are plans afoot to consider how library fines can be removed across the US. Full article here 
· Ten reasons libraries are still better than the internet: US article which lists ten ways libraries are better than the internet. This includes by offering safer spaces, digitizing primary sources, supporting access to online resources etc.  details here 
· Public libraries make smart economic investment: Discussion about how investment in library services makes sound economic sense. Based on libraries in Alberta and across North America. Details here
· The changing role of library professionals: academic paper discussing the roles that librarians play in academic libraries  details here 
· Libraries and Librarians aren’t about to disappear: Libraries and archives have been listed as one of the fastest declining industries in the US second only to and disc rental.  This has prompted a strong response from librarians who question the validity of the analysis here 
Sight and vision issues:
· Samsung create a visual aid to help partially sighted people watch television: 86% of people with visual impairment, 217m worldwide, aren’t completely blind and the majority list television as their favourite form of entertainment. Samsung use the power of a Smartphone to create a lightweight and simple to use visual aid. Full story 
· Laser scanner diagnoses eye disease before vision loss occurs: a new type of retinal imaging scanner could revolutionise eye care, helping to diagnose eye diseases before vision loss occurs. Details here
· US drug firm offers a cure for blindness caused by retinal defect at $425,000 per eye:  A drug whose inventors claim it can cure a rare form of blindness is to be one of the most expensive medicines ever sold at $850,000 (£630,000). Luxturna is injected directly into the eye to address the root cause of visual impairment by replacing a defective gene in the retina. It is the first gene therapy to be approved for use in the US, and was given the go-ahead by the Federal Drug Administration last month. However, the price of the treatment has only just been revealed. details here
· Braille: Although new technology offers visually impaired people new opportunities to access information, research from Birmingham University suggests that technology and Braille complement each other: Details
· 27% of UK museums provide no access information online for disabled visitors: A call to museum staff to help improve the state of museum access for 2018 full details here 
· UK National Eye Study: UK National Eye Study is asking for input into its survey. details here
· Manchester partnership to support people with sight impairment: “Manchester City Council is launching a new partnership with the charity Henshaws to extend the support, advice and resources available within the city’s libraries for people with sight impairment.

Staff from Henshaws will be based on the second floor in Central Library, every Friday – offering specialist support, technology assessments, demonstrations and training to people with sight loss, on an appointment basis.

The charity will also offer training to volunteers wishing to support those who are visually impaired”. details
· OrCam MyEye 2.0, A breakthrough for the visually impaired: OrCam MyEye 2.0 is a Siri-style device that acts as a computerized assistant. It has the ability to read text from any surface and recognize both faces and products.

The OrCam is no larger than a finger and weighs only .8 ounces. The device magnetically mounts to the wearer’s eyeglasses and can be activated by a pointing gesture or by following the wearer’s gaze.

The U.S. version, which reads in English, Spanish and French, can scan any surface—books, restaurant menus, signs, computer and phone screens—with a simple point in the direction of the surface. Its product database includes over 700,000 brands and a pointing gesture activates this feature as well. details here
Share The Vision is a partnership of UK libraries and library organisations that work together to improve the accessibility of library services for blind and other print disabled people. 

More information is available from the Chair, Mark Freeman, mark.freeman@stockton.gov.uk or 01642 526481. Contributions for the bulletin can be sent to Mark at the email address above.  
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