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News:
· Suffolk Libraries: The counties library service, which was transferred to Suffolk Libraries, an independent and charitable organisation, in 2012 has extended its contract with Suffolk County Council to run the county’s library service for another five years. click for details
· Unison to hold an SOS day for libraries: Unison will hold a day of campaigning for libraries on October 19 in which they will call for action about the ‘shameful cuts’. details   
Libraries: 
· Virtual reality available through some Californian libraries in the States: Over 90 California libraries are providing access to virtual reality experiences using Oculus VR headsets at no cost to users. It is hoped that the initiative will help people who might otherwise not be able to afford to experience virtual reality. As well as games, there are a variety of educational uses for the technology. Details  here  
· Could Amazon’s Jeff Bezos become the new Andrew Carnegie?: Jeff Bezos (founder of Amazon) has asked for suggestions about potential beneficiaries of his philanthropy. Would the public library network (in the USA) be a suitable beneficiary for his billions? details here 
· Google’s digital library: article describing the legal problems encountered by Google when it tried to digitise at least 25m books from university libraries. Although not universally available as first envisaged, it does still provide a huge reservoir of digitised material Google's digitisation plan
· Role of volunteers in libraries: article about the pros and cons of using volunteers to keep library buildings open. Volunteering 
· US libraries are now offering facilities to stream films: online video streaming service Kanopy is giving library users in the US the opportunity to stream a collection of arthouse, independent and classical films on demand. film streaming 
· Libraries of the future: a suggestion that universities looking to provide the best library service to students should prioritise digital services. details here 
· Five trends in 21st century libraries: short article discussing some of the latest design trends in libraries. Including new buildings that place an emphasis on high ceilings and natural light; flexible spaces with furnishing that can facilitate a variety of uses; different methods of stock arrangement that rely less on Dewey. Five trends in libraries 
Sight and vision issues:
· Global blindness set to triple by 2050: Researchers predict that cases will rise from 36million to 115 million by 2050 if treatment is not improved by better funding. A growing ageing population is thought to be behind the numbers. Link here 
· Parliamentary Inquiry into capacity problems in NHS eye care services and avoidable sight loss in England – Call for Evidence: An All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) is running an enquiry into the capacity problems within the NHS eye care services in England. The APPG is keen to engage with patients and their families and professional bodies about these issues. The linked document discusses the current picture on sight loss and explains why the capacity of eye care services is an issue that needs to be addressed. The deadline for the submission of written evidence is September 29, 2017. Full details are in the paper that is attached to this bulletin. 
· New Braille e-reader: Bristol Braille Technology has won an award for its new Braille e-reader called Canute. It has been designed to make the lives of blind and partially sighted individuals marginally easier. Designed by and for blind people, the reader can display a full page of numbers and words and it is hoped to sell the technology for up to 20 times cheaper than the current equivalent. When the Canute eventually goes on sale it will cost around £600 Braille reader 
· New technology assists the blind: Several new pieces of technology are discussed: the Canute e-reader (see above) and ‘Seeing AI’ a mobile app developed by Microsoft which uses the camera in an iPhone, along with image recognition technology and artificial intelligence to describe friends emotions based on their facial expressions. If people are paying with cash it will identify the value of the note. It is currently only available in the States but expected in the UK at some point. ‘Sunu’ is a wristband to help visually impaired people navigate their surroundings. Ultrasonic waves can detect objects up to 13-feet away and then send haptic feedback. A talking laundry module and camera equipped glasses are also described. New technology 
Share The Vision is a partnership of UK libraries and library organisations that work together to improve the accessibility of library services for blind and other print disabled people. 

More information is available from the Chair, Mark Freeman, mark.freeman@stockton.gov.uk or 01642 526481. Contributions for the bulletin can be sent to Mark at the email address above. 
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